
 
 
To Kill a Mockingbird Lexile 870     by Harper Lee 
Scout Finch, daughter of the town lawyer, likes to spend her summers building treehouses, swimming, and catching lightning bugs 
with her big brother Jem. But one summer, when a black man is accused of raping a white woman, Scout's carefree days come to an 
end. In the county courtroom, she will join her father in a desperate battle against ignorance and prejudice. 
 
The Great Gatsby  Lexile 1070     by F. Scott Fitzgerald 
Midwest native Nick Carraway arrives in 1922 New York in search of the American dream. Nick, a would-be writer, moves in next-
door to millionaire Jay Gatsby and across the bay from his cousin Daisy and her philandering husband, Tom. Thus, Nick becomes 
drawn into the captivating world of the wealthy and - as he bears witness to their illusions and deceits - pens a tale of impossible love, 
dreams, and tragedy. 
 
Lord of the Flies  Lexile 770     by William Golding 
The classic study of human nature which depicts the degeneration of a group of schoolboys marooned on a desert island. 
 
Fahrenheit 451  Lexile 890     by Ray Bradbury 
A totalitarian regime has ordered all books to be destroyed, but one of the book burners suddenly realizes their merit. 
 
The Odyssey   Lexile      by Homer 
The Greek classic describes the wanderings of Odysseus after the fall of Troy. 
 
Brave New World  Lexile 870     by Aldous Huxley 
Cloning, feel-good drugs, anti-aging programs, and total social control through politics, programming and media--has Aldous Huxley 
accurately predicted our future? With a storyteller's genius, he weaves these ethical controversies in a compelling narrative that dawns 
in the year 632 A.F. (After Ford, the deity). When Lenina and Bernard visit a savage reservation, we experience how Utopia can 
destroy humanity. 
 
The Secret Garden  Lexile 500     by Frances Hodgson 
Ten-year-old Mary comes to live in a lonely house on the Yorkshire moors and discovers an invalid cousin and the mysteries of a 
locked garden. 
 
The Grapes of Wrath  Lexile 680     by John Stienbeck 
The Joad family, Okie farmers forced from their dustbowl home during the Depression, try to find work as migrant fruit pickers in 
California. 
 
The Little Prince Lexile 710      by Antoine de Saint-Exupéry 
An aviator whose plane is forced down in the Sahara Desert encounters a little prince from a small planet who relates his adventures in 
seeking the secret of what is important in life. 
 
1984   Lexile 1090      by George Orwell 
Portrays life in a future time when a totalitarian government watches over all citizens and directs all activities. 
 
Jane Eyre  Lexile 770      by Charlotte Bronte 
In early nineteenth-century England, an orphaned young woman accepts employment as a governess and soon finds herself in love 
with her employer who has a terrible secret. 
 
 
 

Summer Independent Reading List: The Classics 
All Grades 

This “Classics” list was complied with all grades at Briarcliff in mind.  The reading range and content 
matter vary.  Therefore, parents are strongly encouraged to review, discuss and decide with their child 
what titles would be best.  If you choose to read a title off this list, it will count as “one on this list” 
expectation. 

 



The Hitchhikers Guide to the Galaxy Lexile 1000   by Douglas Adams 
Chronicles the off-beat and occasionally extraterrestrial journeys, notions, and acquaintances of galactic traveler Arthur Dent. 
 
Where the Sidewalk Ends  Lexile NA    by Shel Silverstein 
A boy who turns into a TV set and a girl who eats a whale are only two of the characters in a collection of humorous poetry illustrated 
with the author's own drawings. 
 
A Tree Grows in Brooklyn  Lexile 810    by Betty Smith 
A young girl in a shabby neighborhood lives with dreams in an innocent time before the war. 
 
And Then There Were None  Lexile     by Agatha Christie 
Ten . . . Ten strangers are lured to an isolated island mansion off the Devon coast by a mysterious "U. N. Owen. 
Nine . . . At dinner a recorded message accuses each of them in turn of having a guilty secret, and by the end of the night one of the 
guests is dead. 
 
The Time Machine   Lexile 350     by H.G. Wells 
A classic novel of the future follows the Time Traveller as he hurtles one million years into the future and encounters a world 
populated by two distinct races, the childlike Eloi and the disgusting Morlocks who prey on the Eloi. 
 
The Da Vinci Code   Lexile      by Dan Brown 
A murder in Paris' Louvre Museum and cryptic clues in some of Leonardo da Vinci's most famous paintings lead to the discovery of a 
religious mystery. For 2,000 years a secret society closely guards information that -- should it come to light -- could rock the very 
foundations of Christianity. 
 
A Brief History of Time Lexile 1290     by Stephen Hawking 
A landmark volume in science writing by one of the great minds of our time, Stephen Hawking’s book explores such profound 
questions as: How did the universe begin—and what made its start possible? Does time always flow forward? Is the universe 
unending—or are there boundaries? Are there other dimensions in space? What will happen when it all ends? 
 
Tales of the Greek Heroes   Lexile: 1190     by Roger Lancelyn Green 
The mysterious and exciting legends of the gods and heroes in Ancient Greece, from the adventures of Perseus, the labours of 
Heracles, the voyage of Jason and the Argonauts, to Odysseus and the Trojan wars.  
 
Little Women  Lexile: 1300      by Louisa May Alcott  
Chronicles the joys and sorrows of the four March sisters as they grow into young women in nineteenth-century New England. 
 
The Hobbit  Lexile: 1000      by J.R.R. Tolkien 
Bilbo Baggins, a respectable, well-to-do hobbit, lives comfortably in his hobbit-hole until the day the wandering wizard Gandalf 
chooses him to take part in an adventure from which he may never return (Any book in Series). 
 
Journey to the Center of the Earth Lexile: 1040    by Jules Verne 
Professor Hardwigg, his nephew Harry, and their guide Hans explore a volcanic crater in Iceland that leads them to the center of the 
Earth and to incredible and horrifying discoveries. 
 
War of the Worlds  Lexile 1120     by H.G. Wells 
The ultimate tale of Earth's invasion, written by one of the fathers of the science fiction genre. They came from a depleted, dying 
planet. Their target: the riches of a moist, green Earth. With horrifyingly advanced machines of destruction, they began their 
inexorable conquest. The war for Earth seemed destined to be ... but was it? 
 
The Prince and the Pauper Lexile 1160     by Twain, Mark 
A poverty-stricken child and Edward, Prince of Wales, exchange clothes during a chance encounter. Each boy must live the other’s 
life until they are restored to their true identities. 
 
 The Bronze Bow Lexile  760      by Elizabeth George Speare 
A boy learns acceptance and love as his hate for the Romans, who killed his parents, dissolves. 
 



A Wrinkle in Time Lexile 740      by Madeleine L’Engle  
Meg Murry and her friends become involved with unearthly strangers in a search for Meg’s father, who has disappeared while 
engaged in secret work for the government. 
 
I, Robot Lexile 820      by Isaac Asimov 
The three laws of Robotics: 
1) A robot may not injure a human being or, through inaction, allow a human being to come to harm 
2) A robot must obey orders given to it by human beings except where such orders would conflict with the First Law. 
3) A robot must protect its own existence as long as such protection does not conflict with the First or Second Law. 
 
Captains Courageous  Lexile 1020   by Rudyard Kipling 
A spoiled, rich 15-year-old boy comes of age during a summer as an assistant to the Gloucester, Massachusetts fisher who saved him 
from drowning in the Atlantic. 
 
Understood Betsy  Lexile 1000   by Dorothy Canfield Fisher 
A small and timid girl discovers her own abilities and the world around her when she goes to live with relatives on a farm in Vermont. 
 
Out of the Silent Planet (Space Trilogy) Lexile 1020  by C.S. Lewis 
The first book in the Space Trilogy, begins the adventures of the remarkable Dr. Ransom. Here, that estimable man is abducted by a 
megalomaniacal physicist and his accomplice and taken via spaceship to the red planet of Malacandra. The two men are in need of a 
human sacrifice, and Dr. Ransom would seem to fit the bill.   
 
The Black Arrow Lexile 980    by Robert Lewis Stevenson 
Set in England during the fifteenth-century Wars of the Roses, this swashbuckling historical novel tells the story of young Dick 
Shelton. Betrayed by his treacherous and brutal guardian, Sir Daniel Brackley, Dick seeks the help of John Amend-All, leader of the 
mysterious fellowship of the Black Arrow—and Brackley's sworn enemy. Pitted against fierce fighters, a treacherous priest, and Sir 
Daniel, Dick seeks to become a knight and rescue his true love. 
 
Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde Lexile 990   by Robert Lewis Stevenson 
A kind and well-respected doctor is transformed into a murderous madman by taking a secret drug of his own creation. 
 
Rebecca of Sunnybrook Farm  Lexile  1190  by Kate Douglas Wiggin 
Talkative, ten-year-old Rebecca goes to live with her spinster aunts, one harsh and demanding, one soft and sentimental, with whom 
she spends seven difficult but rewarding years growing up. 
 
Tarzan of the Apes   Lexile 1270  by Edgar Rice Burroughs 
A baby boy, left alone in the African jungle after the deaths of his parents, is adopted by an ape and raised to manhood without ever 
seeing another human being. 
 
The Gift of the Magi   Lexile 870  by Henry O 
A short story, about a young married couple and how they deal with the challenge of buying secret Christmas gifts for each other with 
very little money. 
 
Sir Gawain and the Green Knight Lexile 890  by J.R.R. Tolken 
It is Christmas in Camelot, and a truly royal feast has been laid out for King Arthur and his knights. And though there is plenty of 
good cheer to go around, the festivities hardly begin before a monstrous, axe-wielding, green-skinned knight barges in. He has come 
to see the famous Knights of the Round Table and offer them a simple but deadly challenge—a challenge taken on by the brave Sir 
Gawain—a challenge that will force him to choose between his honor and his life... 
 
The Celebrated Jumping Frog of Calaveras County     Lexile 1000 by Samuel Clemens 
The fantastic story of a notorious gambler known as Jim Smiley and his talented jumping frog. 
 
A Midsummer Night’s Dream Lexile    by William Shakespeare 
Shakespeare stages the workings of love. Theseus and Hippolyta, about to marry, are figures from mythology. In the woods outside 
Theseus’s Athens, two young men and two young women sort themselves out into couples—but not before they form first one love 
triangle, and then another. 
 


